I am grateful to our excellent Administrator, Alison Truphet, for the opportunity to contribute a few words about our work in Livery Schools Link (LSL). It is an exciting time to be in the Chair, as there is clearly a great deal of enthusiasm about how the Livery movement can support schools. As a Past Master of the Company of Educators, and a governor at three schools, I feel that LSL’s work is potentially of considerable significance at a critical period for education.  It is most encouraging to hear about so much activity on this front within the Livery – much of which continues under its own steam, largely unheralded but influential and successful.

Livery Schools Link itself is poised to launch an exciting new project in collaboration with the Lyndons Arts Trust. Based on the theme of the history of City trades, we are delighted to be able to support Lyndons Arts Trust by providing volunteers to work with small groups of students. The workshops last just one day, during which time students will create their own artistic interpretation of the history of the trades which made London such a strategically important and prosperous trading centre. Further details are given later in this bulletin. 
Plans are also advancing well for an interesting event proposed for the early part of next year. Livery Schools Link are planning to hold a showcase event for an invited audience of teachers and students where Livery Companies will have an opportunity to display or demonstrate their trade, skill or profession. A number of our member Companies are already keen to contribute. Further information is given on page 2 but Alison Truphet would be delighted to hear from anyone who thinks their Company would be interested in being involved. It is an ideal opportunity for the Livery to develop existing links with schools and make new connection, as well as providing an excellent forum for demonstrating the relevance of the role of the Livery in the 21st century.

In addition to these two initiatives, there is much more going on: the Financial Literacy programme continues under the auspices of Tower Hamlet’s Education Business Partnership; the admirable School Governors’ One-Stop Shop (SGOSS) is holding an important meeting in the City Marketing Suite in October to sign up potential Governors; and Hackney’s ‘Inspire’ has a full programme of events for which volunteers are required.

I am always encouraged by the untiring work done by GAPAN which you will read about below. My thanks go to John Mason and Dacre Watson for their considerable effort. I should also like to record warm thanks to my predecessor, the resourceful and indefatigable Paul Clarke, and to Chris Marshall who has done invaluable work iun coordinating volunteer activities for a number of years and now moves on because of his other commitments.
Our numbers are stable and it is excellent that we have received subscriptions in record time this year. We are really grateful to all our member companies for their support. A principal aim now is to increase the number of active volunteers on our register. Please contact Alison Truphet if you wish to be added to - or indeed taken off - the list.

David Taylor

